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Abstract

Cnema is dual functional, it reflects the Society and its
changes, and also it can create new world in wtch society
is able to see itself in another way; through this
function, cinema can cause social change. One of the
mani festations of this dual relationship about Cnema is
its relations with the state and state legitimcy. This
article is about system legitimacy through cinema, in
attention wth Whber and Habermas explanations about
rational systens and its |legitinmation.

Pay attention to subjects presented by cinema and its
effects on cultural and political systenms is increased in
recent Political cinema. Anmerican cinema had remarkable
success in government legitimacy, and in nost cases, is
reflecting the governnent legitimacy and political system
(the macro level) and even critical novies on the political
system has a positive look, finally; and never |eading
audi ence to anti-systemresults.

But in Iran, in this case the problem had al nbst reversed,
and the subject t of system legitimacy is al nbost absent.

This problem on one side, indicate recent changes in
Iranian society and reduce system legitimacy in Iranian
peopl e; showed t hat t he efforts of intellectuals

(consciously or wunconsciously) in order to express their
unf avorable coments on political system on the other
hand.

In this article, based on content analysis of several
famous lranian novies in the past decade in conparison wth
American cinema, we discuss on sociological perspective, of
the social characteristics of heroes in political and
action novies, and political topic and type of view that
they look to society and governnent; issues such as: being
passive characters of heroes, blanme the political and
society structure, explosive actions, lack of glory hero
within the system could solve the problem and type of
attitude of rules.
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Finally, the assunptions about the causes of this absence
in lranian cinema (such as: governnment negative behaviors
with intellectuals and opposition intellectuals and
fil mrakers, affects of Marxi sm theories on Iranian
intellectuals, governnment weak nonitoring and understandi ng
of cinema) and social and political consequences of this
probl em has been di scussed.

Keywor ds: | egi ti macy, | egi timation, political system
Iran's cinema, Anmerican cinema
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