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Structural Changesin AshuraLiterary Works:

From Epic to Tragedy and Bereavement

Mohammad-Reza Javadi-Y eganeh
Assistant Professor of Sociology, University of Tehran

myeganeh@ut.ac.ir

Abstract
The article is to search for answers as to what changes have occurred in
today’s Ashura mourning ceremonies to cause concerns amongst the

maj ority of Muslims.

After analyzing literary works of epic, tragedy, and bereavement, the
conclusion was that one of the most significant changes was a shift from
epic to tragedy in Ashura literary works in the previous centuries and then
from tragedy to bereavement in the previous years. Combining bereavement
with worldly love has created a certain type of literature whose mourning
presents more a social than areligious function. The idea has been illustrated

through documents from the available poems and Nohe.
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